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THE TALMUD. 


HE Talmud is one of the great literary works of the 
world—a remarkable museum of antique lore. It is 
claimed by its friends to be a compilation of Jewish thought 
for the first six centuries of the Christian era, It is neither a 
commentary on the Scriptures nor a legal code, as has been 
often stated. Nor is it such a foolish, bigoted, and immoral 
work as some have represented. -Few books have been more 
unjustly condemned by those who have been unable to pene- 
trate the meaning. It is written in a strange degenerate, or 
some would say a developed form of Hebrew, by men and for 
men of exceedingly different ideas from those prevalent amongst 
us now. The mere casual observation convinces us that there 
is in the Talmud a remarkable seriousness. An earnestness of 
spirit and aim is evident such as inevitably leads to the opinion 
that it would well repay study. It needs to be approached, not 
with flippancy and contempt, but with respectful and sympath- 
ethic consideration. This, unfortunately, has rarely been done 
by any Gentile scholar. 

It is proposed in the present article to take a dive into this 
ocean of learning and see if there are, in truth, pearls to be 
found. I select the tract “ Taanith” in the Babylonian Talmud, 
chiefly because I have seen an excellent translation, by Michael 
L. Rodkinson, prepared for a Jewish literary society in America. 
For to settle the meaning of some of the passages, to use a Tal- 
mudic phrase, is “like putting one’s head between two mount- 


ains.” This expression may illustrate the quaint recondite hu- 
mour which pervades the whole work—and which have caused 
many of its statements to be seriously misunderstood. 
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The tract “ Taanith” is one of a number of treatises, on 
different themes, which are similar in style. Each of them 
gives a number of paragraphs called “ Mishna,” because they 
are second in importance to the Mosaic law. To each Mishna 
there is added a lengthy ‘“‘Gemara,” or explanation ; the word 
means “conclusion.” The tract or treatise I have selected is 
called “ Taanith,” or fasting. The writers do not keep very 
closely to the title of the chapter. A great part of the discus- 
sion appears to be rather on the subject of prayer for rain. 
The following is the Mishna with which the treatise commences. 
We may regard it as a fair illustration of the whole:— 


‘‘From what time should the power manifested in the de- 
scent of rain, be commenced to be mentioned (in the daily 
prayer)? R. Eliezer said: ‘From the first day of the Feast of 
Tabernacles.’ R. Jehoshua, however said: ‘From the last day of 
that festival.’ ‘For,’ said he to R. Eliezer, ‘since rain on the 
Feast of Tabernacles is considered unpropitious, why should it 
be mentioned in the prayers?’ And R. Eliezer answered: I 
do not mean to say that rain should be prayed for, but only 
that it should be mentioned with the words, “ He causeth the 
wind to blow and the rain to descend in its proper time.” 
‘If so,’ rejoined R. Jehoshua, “such mention should be made 
at all seasons of the year.” 


In the treatise there are eight of these Mishnayoth. Con- 
nected with each is a ‘‘Gemara,” sometimes twenty times the 
length. The “Gemara” is a commentary on the “ Mishna.”’ 

Now the prominent feature of the Talmud, which the 
candid student cannot fail to observe, is the desire to be and 
do right even in the most minute observances. It is easy to 
ridicule this. No doubt such a direction as that a tailor must 
not go out with his “needle” on a Friday, lest he forget, and 
carry a tool on the Sabbath, seems to us absurd. But the 
regality of conscience as recognized in this work is rarely found 
elsewere, although it is a conscience which needs light. 

Another impressive feature of the Talmud is the high value 
it places upon learning. “The world is kept alive by the 
breath of children at school,” it tells us in one place. In this 
treatise there is found the very wise remark of Rabbi Hanina: 
“| have learned much from my teachers, more from my col- 
leagues, and most of all from my disciples.” So much is educa- 
tion valued that another Rabbi ruled: “It is not lawful for a 
scholar to fast, because by fasting he diminishes the work in 
the heavenly cause.” In this treatise is found a well-known 
story, which we extract in full, because of the goodness of the 
moral at the close, which is not generally given. 
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“The daughter of the Czsar once said to R. Jehosua ‘Alas 
for such handsome wisdom which is in an ugly vessel’ (it 
means that the Rabbi was very homely.) And he said to her, 
‘In what does your father keep his best wine?’ And she 
answered, ‘In earthen vessels.’ And he rejoined, ‘Then what 
is the difference between your father and a commoner?’ And 
she asked, ‘In what then shall it be kept?’ And he said, ‘You 
who are wealthy and mightly ought to keep it in golden and 
silver vessels!’ She then told her father, and he commanded 
that his wine should be kept in vessels of gold and silver ; and 
it became sour. When the Cesar was informed of this he 
asked the Rabbi‘ ‘Are there not men who are handsome and 
nevertheless are very scholarly?’ ‘Believe me,’ said the Rabbi, 
. = if they would be homely their wisdom would be greater 
etal” 

Another learned man said: 

“T teach little children, and treat the children of the poor 
like the children of the rich. Those that cannot afford to pay 
I teach without remuneration, and, being also a fisherman, I 
persuade those who do not wish to come and learn to do so, by 
giving them fish to take home with them.” 

I make a few extracts to show the variety of subjects dealt 
with. They appear to be pearls in mud; possibly if one under- 
stood the rest it would not appear to be mud. Anyhow it is 
profoundly interesting to come into contact with renowned 
thinkers of quite another method of thinking than our own. 
“Three keys are in the hand of the Holy One, blessed be He, 
which are not entrusted to any messenger. The key of rain, 
the key of birth, and the key for the resurrection of the dead.” 
R. Ada said: “If aman confesses to a wrong, and repents it 
without making restitution, he is equal to a man holding a 
dead reptile in his hands and bathing himself in order to be- 
come clean.” R. Eliezar called a man ugly. Afterwards, 
seing that he had offended him, he dismounted and made an 
obeisance, and said : “I have sinned against thee, pray forgive 
me.” The man refused, saying: “Nay, I shall not forgive thee 
until thou shall go to the Creator and say to Him: ‘How ugly 
is the creature Thou hast made!’” One Rabbi states, probably 
with an inner meaning: “A second soul is given to man on 
the Sabbath which leaves him at the close of the Sabbath day.” 

There is here a singular story told of Gamaliel. When the 
Temple was destroyed a decree was made that he should be 
beheaded. One who had signed the death warrant sought him 
out, and, after some conversation with him, “ascended to an 
attic, threw himself down, and died.” The tradition goes on 
to say that if one of the signers of a death warrant or any other 
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unfavourable decree died, the decree was void. So R. Gamaliel 


was saved. A heavenly voice then came forth, and declared 
that the deceased would have a share in the world to come. 

It has often been remarked that many of the curious tales 
of later date have their origin in the Talmud. Here, ¢. g., we 
find the story of a bnilder who found a beam too short; 
appeal was made to the holy R. Hanina ; the next morning the 
beams were so much longer that they projected an ell on each 
side of the house. A story of a similar character is told of Christ 
Church, Hampshire, and of several other buildings. 


The following is an amusing Israelitish “ Rip Van Winkle” 
story in comment, strange to say, on Psalm cxxvi. v. 1:— 

“R,. Honi once when traveling noticed a man planting a 
carob tree. He asked him how many years it would take before 
the tree would bear fruit, and the man answered, ‘Seventy 
years.’ Honi then asked : ‘Art thou then sure that thou wilt live 
seventy years?’ ‘And the man replied: ‘I found carob trees 
in existence when I came into the world, consequently my an- 
cestors must have planted them. Why should I not also plant 
them for my children?’ About that time Honi became hungry, 
and sat down to eat near the newly-planted tree. After the 
meal he fell asleep, and something formed around him so that he 
could not be noticed, and thus he slept for seventy years. When 
he awoke he observed a man gathering the fruit from a carob 
tree ; and he asked the man: ‘ Didst thou plant this tree?’ The 
man replied: ‘ Nay; I am the grandson of the man that planted 
it.’ Honi then realised that he must have slept for seventy 
years, and when he looked round for his ass he noticed that 
there were many smaller asses. He then went to his home, 
and inquired whether the son of Honi Hamagel was still alive. 


He was told that the son was no longer living; but that a son 
of the son was alive. He then said: ‘I am Honi Hamagel’; 
but they would not believe him. He went to the house of 
learning, and heard them say: ‘To-day the Halakhoth are as 
clear as in the days of Honi Hamagel, who would immediately 
render a clear decision when any questions whatever were put 
to him by the Rabbis.’ He went in, and saidtothem: ‘I am 
that Honi’; but they would not believe him, nor would they 
accord to him due respect. This caused him to become down- 
cast and despondent, and he prayed to God that he might die, 
and so he died. Said Rabha: ‘This illustrates the saying, 


“Give me the glory due to me, or give me death.”’” 


Then is given a beautiful story, at considerable length, of 
the grandson, who was a Rabbi, illustrating the Talmudic idea 
of sainthood. In atime of drought the Rabbis had so high an 
idea of his power in prayer that two of their number were sent 
to him with a request that he would pray for rain. He saw 
them coming, and— 
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“He said to his wife in a low voice: ‘I know that these 
Rabbis come on account of rain. Come, let us go up into the 
attic and pray for rain, and should the lord have mercy on His 
children and cause it to rain it will-not appear as if it came 
about through us.’” 

The rain came in the direction in which the wife prayed, 
which Honi said showed that her goodness was more effective 
than his. The Rabbis came, but he did not ask them to take 
food because he had not enough to give them any, which indi- 


cated the good man's poverty. It was also noted that his wife 
was dressed in her best apparel, which he explained was “in 
order that I may not look at any other woman.” One child had 
a double portion because he needed it as he went to school. 
All giving a very pretty picture of the home of an agricultural 
laborer who was a learned and holy man. Sainthood in the 
Talmud is everywhere associated with family life, and is shown 
in regard for the marriage and the parental bonds and in 


domestic piety. In this there is a marked contrasts to the 
notions of holiness taught by the Romish Church. So excellent 
is marriage that (in another tract) it is declared that “to the 
high priest another wife must be prepared for the Day of 
Atonement lest his wife die,” lest during his seclusion in that 
most solemn duty he should lapse from the superior sanctity of 
the married state. 

There is a touch of fine humor in the account of the joy- 


ous customs of the Day of Atonement : 


“Then the maidens of Jerusalem used to go out dressed in 

white garments, borrowed ones however, in order not to cause 
shame to those who had none of their own. Those clothes 
were alsoto be previously immersed, and thus the maidens 
went out and danced in the vineyards saying: ‘Young men, 
look and observe well whom you are about to choose.” . 
The Rabbis taught. The pretty ones among the maidens 
would say: ‘Regard but beauty alone, because a woman is 
made for beauty.’ Those among them of a good family would 
say: ‘Rather look to a good family.’ The ill-favoured ones 
would say: ‘Make your selections only for the glory of 
heaven.’”’ 

Some of the comments on Scripture are curious enough. 
Jeremiah viii. 22: ‘‘Is there no balm in Gilead?” is said to 
refer to Jephthah, and means that “the high priest was in Gilead 
who could have released Jephthah from his vow.” In other 
parts the Talmud censures both Jephthah and the high priest 
of his time. Psalm cxxii. 3: “Jerusalem which is built as a 


city wherein all associate together,” refers to the heavenly 
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Jerusalem, wherein all the blessed will gather at the last. On 
Hosea xi. 9, R. Johanan says: “The Holy One, blessed be He, 
said that He would not enter the Jerusalem of the heavens 
until He could enter the Jerusalem below.” ‘The passage, 
Psalm xci. 11, “He shall give his angels charge over thee,” is 
said to mean that two angels accompany aman and will testify 
against him. Exodus xvii. 12: “But Moses’ hands were heavy, 


and they took a stone and put it under him,” is thus explained: 
“Did not Moses possess a pillow ora bolster? Yes, but he 
said : ‘ Because the community is in distress I shall not use a 
pillow, but sit on a stone and share their woes’”; the Rabbi 
further refers to Hab. ii. 11: ‘For the stone shall cry out of 
the wall,” to answer the question, ‘‘ Who will testify that I 
took no part in the woe of the community?” The following is 
a very beautiful thought:— 

“Once the congregation of Israel prayed improperly saying, 
‘Sovereign of the universe, set me as a seal upon thy heart, as 
a seal upon thy arm’ (Song viii. v. 6.) And the Lord said: 
‘Thou askest Me to do a thing which at times can be seen and 
at other times cannot, for sometimes the heart is closed, and 
the arms are covered; but I will set thee as a seal in a place 
that is always exposed; as it is written (Isaiah xlix. v. 16) 
‘Behold upon the palms of my hands have I engraved thee.’” 

Here I close, not for want of material, but of space. My 
aim has been to give some slight glimpse at a profoundly in- 
teresting, but much misunderstood, chapter in the history of 
religious thought, from a belief that it is needful that we should 
have a truer understanding of our brethern in God, the Jewish 
people, if we would win them to their one great need, a faith 
in their all-glorious Messiah, who is also ours, and so bring 
them to be brethern in Christ. J. Hunt Cooke. 





THE SITE OF PI-HAHIROTH. 


N the February number of Biblia, Dr. M. G. Kyle has shown 
I that the inscription on the recently discovered “ Stela of 
Merenptah,” which is dated the 5th year of this king’s reign, 
and mentions the Israelites by name, is, in fact, ‘‘ Merenptah’s 
account of the Exodus.” Now, this is such a remarkable veri- 
fication of the date of the Exodus laid down in my ‘ Self-Veri- 
fying Chronological History of Ancient Egypt,” and agrees so 
perfectly, in other important particulars, with Manetho’s 
account of the same event, that I feel justified in offering a few 
suggestions as to the location of Pi-hahiroth and the derivation 
of the name. 
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I have shown, that Seti I reigned 23 years after the sothiac 
epoch of Epiphi, 1584 B. C., under the epoch-title of Osiropis, 
or “ Egyptus ;” that Merenpthah began to reign as sole king in 
the year 1494 B. B.; that a sothiac festival known as a Htd-sed 
was celebrated in his second year (1494 B. C.); that the Exodus 
occurred on the 15th day of Epiphi, or just 12 days after the 
defeat of the Libyans and their European allies, in the 5th year 
of his reign; and that the Bible date for the Exodus, to wit : 
1491 B. C., is also astronomically fixed by the four sothiac 
months (480 years) between it and the Building of the Temple. 

I have also shown, that the “foreigners” who were en- 
camped near Bilbeis, at the time of the Libyan invasion, were 
the Israelites, and that the defeat of the invaders and the 
exodus of the Israelites were closely related. 

The inscriptions of Merenpthah, at Karnak, and on this 
stela, appear at the proper time to refute those writers who have 


contended that Manetho had no records or monuments referring 
to the Exodus, but depended altogether on legends. 

Now, as Manetho expressly names Avaris, or Pelusium, as 
the final station of the Israelites in Egypt, must we not neces- 
sarily seek Pi-hahiroth in the same region, and not on the Red 
Sea, where Josephus, for reasons of his own, attempted to 
place it? 

The site of Pi-hahiroth is accurately fixed in the Bible 
narrative. We are told that it was between Migdol and the 
sea, and that the Israelites encamped by the sea, in the front 
of it and over against Baal-zephon. Thus, it was but a short 
distance from the sea, or not to exceed two or three miles. 

Migdol was near the extreme north-eastern angle of the 
Delta, and the expression, “from Syene to Migdol” was in 
common use, and was equivalent to our own expression, “from 
the Gulf to the Lakes.” Just as JVo, “City,” and No-oa, “Great 
City,” designated the City of Thebes, so did Migdol designate 
this particular, well-known “tower.” The distance of Avaris, 
or Pelusium, from Migdol is said to have been twelve Roman 
miles, and Pelusium was within a few miles of the sea. The 
classical writers tell us, that, after entering the Pelusiac branch 
of the Nile, they sailed up the river several miles before 
reaching Pelusium. 

Such forms as Pi-ramesses, Pi-basted, Pi-tum, etc., enable 
us to analyze such analagous forms as Pi-hahiroth and Pi-lusium 
without much difficulty. /Par-hahiroth is “ City (lit. Gate) of 
Hahiroth” just as Per-ramesses is “City of Ramesses.” Al- 
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though we are accustomed to the form Avaris, this name 
written hieroglyphically is Ha-et Uaret, “House of the Leg.” 
In the course of tine it became Ha-uaret, or Ha-uar-oth, from 
which Hauaris, Auaris, and Avaris were easily derived. 

We should bear in mind, that Auaris cames from Manetho, 
about 287 B. C., while Hahiroth comes from Moses about 1491 
B. C., and, although the two forms, as we might expect, differ 
somewhat in outward appearance, it is evident that Hauareth 
and Hahiroth are in all essentials the same. 

In Cheremon’s version of the Exodus, Pelusium appears 
instead of Avaris. How can we account for this? The native 
monuments show that Avaris was also called Per-nuzem, or 
Pe-nusem. We find this name written Pi-notem by modern 
Egyptologists, but the “ Pyramid Texts,” in which most of the 
words are written phonetically, show that the determinative 
afterwards rendered “notem” was in fact pronounced musem 
(nutsem). I may here say, that the fashion of using the deter- 
minative alone, which grew up gradually, led to the silly notion 
that hieroglyphical writing was originally picture-writing. 
For example, User, which was originally written phonetically, 
had added to it as a determinative the picture of the scepter 
called User. In the course of time, the initial V was dropped, 
leaving the scepter followed by ser, then the s was dropped and 
finally the 7. Thus, the process was the reverse of that 
supposed-phonetic writing eventually degenerated into pic- 
ture-writing. But to return to Pe-nuzem. The z or ¢s sound 
revolved itself into ¢ or s (comp. 7osertosis and Roch/es,) and 
in Lower Egypt was sometimes changed to 1 (comp. Ut/as). 
Pe-luzem, therefore, represents Pe-nusem and Pelusium is nothing 
but the Greek form of Pe-lusem. 

We think, it is now evident, that Auaris, or Pi-hahiroth, 
and Pelusium are merely different names for one and the same 
place, and this accounts for the fact, that the ruins of but one 
city compairing in size and importance to Avaris and Pelusium 
have been found in this locality. 

Brugsch in his celebrated “ Discourse on the Exodus,” has 
called attention to another fact, which is equally conclusive of 
the site of Pi-hahiroth. Just beyond Pelusium, on the great 
highway to Palestine, were the frontier fortifications called on 
the Egyptian monuments Anedu, “ Walls.” The Greeks and 
Hebrews translated this term, calling the place respectively 
Gerrhon and Shur. Strabo, in describing this great road from 
Palestine to Egypt, mentions, first, Gerrha, that is Anebu or 
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“Walls,” and, then, Pelusium, which Herodotus calls the “en- 
trance to Egypt.” Strabo also mentions the “pits” near Pe- 
lusium, formed by the overflowing of the Nile in places natur- 
ally hollow and marshy, and the many marshes, water-holes or 
swamps, lying around Pelusium. Thus Shur was a well-known 
locality, and the “desert of Shur” certainly adjoined Anebu- 
Gerrha-Shur. When the Israelites left Pi-hahiroth they 
marched into and through this desert until they came to 
Marah or the Bitter Lakes. In Numbers (ch. 33) the ‘‘desert 
of Shur” is called the “desert of Etham,” which is equally con- 
clusive, for Etham, or Chetham, was between Succoth and 
Migdol, on the edge of the desert. From Pi-ramesses to Etham 
the general course of the Israelites was southwardly, but when 
they left Etham they “turned” and marched towards the north. 

The surroundings of Pelusium at that time were exactly 
those required by the Bible narrative. We have the sea before 
Pi-hahiroth, the pits, water-holes, swamps and marshes and, 
no doubt, the narrow tongue of sand separating the sea on one 
side from the treacherous, unfathomable gulfs on the other. 
Above all, a strong east wind blowing all night would certainly 
cause the sea to recede, so that the Israelites could pass through 
upon dry land, the waters on each side being as “ walls,” that 
is, fortifications. 


Baal-zephon “ Lord of the North,” also applies unmistak- 
ably to this locality. As we all know, Avaris was the great 
stronghold of the Hyksos. Saites madeit very strong by the 
walls he built about it. Thither he came in summer-time to 
gather his corn, pay his soldiers and exercise his armed men. 
The tyrant Apophis II resided here when he sent the memor- 
able message to Ra-sekennen. It was in this city that the last 
remnant of the hated Aamu were besieged by Chebros-Aahmes. 
The so-called “lord god” of this place was Sutech, or Typhonic- 
Set, who was called Baal-typhon to distinguish him from Seth- 
nubti, or Set-an, the “Lord of tne South.” The symbol of 
Sutech, or Typhon, was the serpent characterized by Moses as 
‘more subtle than any beast of the field. 

After Avaris was deserted by the Hyksos, the later city 
occupied but a small portion of the original site, the portion 
afterwards known as Pelusium, and I believe that Baal-zephon 
was simply the old temple-quarter of Avaris, just as Luxor and 
Karnak were once separate quarters of Thebes, for Baal-zephon 
does not seem to be the name of a city. 

Covington, Ky. OrvLANDEO P. ScHMIDT. 
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A NEEDED DUPLICATE FOUND. 


N the year 1892 the writer received from a friend in Jerusa- 

lem a letter in which occurred the following words : 

“T send you a small stone with an inscription upon it. It 
seems to be the end of a string of beads, and was lately found 
in a tomb near Anathoth. I have never seen anything like it. 
I received it direct from the hand of the peasant who found it.” 


The object was examined as soon as received, and was 
shown to others. A lapidary expressed the belief that the hole 
had been made in recent times. The inscription indicated an 
antiquity as great as that of the Siloam inscription, but it did 
not make itself plain. The bead was transferred to the Lon- 
don office of the Palestine Exploration Fund to receive the at- 
tention of European scholars, and they were soon heard from. 

Prof. Sayce, as usual, was the first in the field, with a letter 
published in the P. E. F. Quarterly Statement for January, 1893, 
p. 32. He pronounced the bead “exceedingly interesting.” 

“The letters are those of the alphabet of the Siloam inscrip- 
tion. They read N-TS-G, xetseg. Now, in the Quarterly 
Statement for October, 1890, p. 267, an account will be found, 
by Dr. Chaplin, of a hematite weight he obtained at Samaria, 
on which is an inscription in letters of pre-exilic form, which 
Dr. Neubauer has interpreted as meaning ‘a quarter of a 
quarter of a netseg.’ The word netseg is not to be met with in 
the Old Testament and is not to be found in the Hebrew 
lexicon.” 

Professor Sayce dwelt somewhat further upon the weight of 
the bead and the letters upon it. 

More deliberately, Professor Clermont-Ganneau printed a 
note in the Quarterly Statement for July, 1893, p. 257, and ex- 
pressed his belief that the characters should be read, not net- 
seg, but keseph, “silver.” He believed it to be a weight which 
had been “pierced by a Mussulman who put it in a necklace 
as an amulet.” He asked for the weight, estimated before the 
hole was made, and was told that the weight now is 134 
grains, but was originally about 156 grains. 

Professor Robertson Smith in Quarterly Statement for July, 
1894, p. 231, criticised Dr. Sayce’s reading, declaring, with 
some bitterness, that it could not be mefseg, and taking the 
ground that the word is xetseph, but not interpreting it. 

Professor Sayce was then heard in Quarterly Statement 
for October, 1894, p. 284, holding to his reading of netseg. 

The next writer was Mr. Ebenezer Davis, whose paper in 
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Quarterly Statement for April, 1895, went over the whole sub- 
ject, declaring the bead to be very old, and siding with Dr. 
Sayce as to the reading. 

At this point the matter rested, but not for long, because 
one of the earliest finds of Dr. F. J. Bliss in Tell Zakariyeh 
was a duplicate of the disputed bead, now seen to be a weight. 
It had no hole, showing the truth of Professor Ganneau’s 
theory. It was in shape and inscription precisely alike, 
may be seen on Plate VII in Quarterly Statement for April, 
1g99. On p. 107 Dr. Bliss describes it as ‘“‘a small dome- 
shaped weight of reddish stone with flat base, inscribed in three 
Phoenician characters.” He reads metseph, but adds that Pére 
Lagrange reads keseph, “silver.” Thus, apparently, without 
knowing the previous decipherments, they repeat the work of 
1893. Resuming the subject in July, 1899, p. 183, Dr. Bliss 
says that he has found two more specimens reading netseph, 
‘“‘one of white limestone, the other of a light reddish color.” 

Writing upon the first duplicate, Professor Ganneau in Quar- 
terly Statement for July, 1899, p. 208, retracts his reading fe- 
seph and accepts netseph, and remarks upon the Arabic zzs/, 
“half.” Noting the weight of 156 grains (approximately), he 
finds the Chaplin weight to read “quarter of netseph,” and to 
weigh 39 grains. Thus he feels firm ground under him. At 
the same time Professor Sayce, p. 211, admits that he was in 
error in reading etseg, and accepts metseph as equivalent to 
the Arabic word for “half.” 

Thus the finding of a duplicate has solved a problem which 
had been apparently hopeless, and this experience may lead us 
to hope that further excavations will bring to view duplicates 
of the Chaplin weight—the subject of a still more bitter con- 
troversy—and of many other objects now puzzling us because 
they are antique. 


THEODORE F. WRIGHT. 


[Biblical World ]. 


THE DISCOVERY OF OPHIR. 
R. CARL PETERS, on his arrival from Africa recently, 


gave some details regarding his discovery of Ophir. 
As a result of his investigations on the subject, the explorer 
was convinced that he knew the location of Ophir. Dr. Peters 
at the time kept his information secret, but claims now that 
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his original theory was correct and that he has actually discov- 
ered Ophir. Says Dr. Peters: 

“T have this summer explored the country between the 
Zambesi and the Pungwe, in Portugese South Africa and East- 
ern Mashonaland. Before I started from England I had ac- 


quired geographical information which led me to believe that 
Fura was near the eastern entrance of the Lupata Gorge. 
There I have found it. It is situated on the banks of the 
Muira River, about fifteen miles south of the Zambesi, and 
half way between Sena and Tete. At the time of my discov- 
ery I had with me Mr. Puzey and two mining engineers— 
Messrs. Gramann and Napolski. Fura is the native corruption 
of the word Afur, by which name the Arabs of the sixteenth 


century knew the district of which I am speaking. Afur 
is the Sebean or South Arabian form of the Hebrew name 
Ophir. I have ample proof that the Fura we discovered 
and explored this summer is the Ophir of the Old Testament. 
Afur, or Ophir, in the Semitic language means mine. Fura, 
in the language of the people who now inhabit the district, 
also means mine. The natives, who are under the powerful 
chief Macombe, call themselves Makalanga, which means Peo- 
ple of the Sun. Unlike any other Africans I know, they are to 
this day sun and fire worshipers. They are quite unlike the 
ordinary African, and have distinct Jewish type of face, and, 
in my opinion, they are a mixture of the Asiatic conquerors 
with the original inhabitants of the country. 

“On arriving in the district I soon found that the natives 
had some idea of the existence of the ancient Ophir ; in fact, 


they wash gold themselves after the rainy season, and after 
storing it in quills do a fairly large trade in it with Beira and 
Tete. At first I had great difficulties with these people. For 
five weeks they refused to sell me food and performed war 
dances to frighten me. Macombe, the chief, then sent his 
brother Cuntete to me, demanding what I meant by entering 
his country. By this time, however, as I had succeeded in 
getting food from other sources, Cuntete seemed inclined to 
be friendly. I made friends with him, and I have brought 
him to England. Up to the present his greatest surprise is 
that he has not seen the sun. This chief subsequently gave 
me valuable information regarding the position of the ancient 
ruins and workings, which I at once investigated. Going to 
the spot indicated, I found ancient ruins of undoubtedly Sem- 
itic type. I discovered phallic emblems which have always 
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been connected with the ancient Semitic sun worship. Fura 
itself I found to possess a formation of quartzitic slate and 
diorite, between which gold reefs were running. Under the 
ruins I found a large alluvial tract, in which we discovered 
gold, and near it magnificent quartz reefs. The ancient work- 
ings which I found were not only surface workings, but there 


were also shafts and roads hewn into the rock. I have built a 
station in this district and also one in Inyanga, both of which 
are in charge of trustworthy Europeans. I intend next sum- 
mer to further investigate the traces of diamonds, coal, white 
mica and saltpeter which we found. 

“My theory with regard to Ophir,” said Dr. Peters, in con- 
clusion, “is this: The ancient conquerors heard at the mouth 
of the Zambesi of rich alluvial gold up river and sailed up to 
the eastern entrance of the Lupata, beyond which rapids made 
navigation difficult. They then proceeded overland and found 
under the very walls of the fortifications (ruins of which we 
have discovered) alluvial and also reef gold. They then set- 
tled for a considerable period, and afterward migrated to the 
west toward the Ruenye. They eventually settled in the cool 
climate of Inyanga, conquered all the districts west and south- 
west as far as the Sanvate River and Tete and built a great 
empire along the Zambesi and Sabi Rivers. This ancient 
Sabzan empire probably lasted for thousands of years. Its 
existence was well known among the Semetic nations, and it 
is interesting to note that Ophir is always mentioned in the 
Old Testament without any explanation as to its locality. I 
have seen enough to be assured that all the products of the 
ancient Ophir are to be found on the Zambesi. As a result of 


my investigation, the Arabian and Indian theories regarding 
Ophir fall to pieces, and I claim unhesitatingly to have located 
this year the Golden Ophir of King Solomon and King 
Hiram.” 





THE HITTITES. 


ae WM. HAYES WARD, D. D., has an article in the Feb- 


ruary Homiletic Review entitled “ Light from Archeology 
on the Hittites of the Old Testament.” Dr. Ward says that the 
most vexed problem that concerns the history of the Biblical 
peoples is that of the Hittites, and on it the attention of many 
scholars in Europe and America is concentrated. For cen- 
turies the world has had no information about them, except 
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what the Old Testament gave in scattered and apparently con- 
tradictory passages, some of which made this people a small 
Canaanite tribe, while others, less distinct, put them in North- 
ern Syria, or thereabouts. Early in this century the rapid de- 
velopment of Egyptian studies gave us knowledge of the Hit- 
tites as a mighty confederacy of Asiatic people, against whom 
Egypt fought doubtful campaigns. About 1525 B. c. the first 
Palestine campaign of Thothmes I. found no Hittites about 


Palestine. His mighty successor, Thothmes III., heard of 
them, but their land was beyond the farthest conquests. The 
next we heard of the Hittites from hieroglyphic records was the 
treaty with Sapalel, the great king of the Hittites, entered into 
by Rameses I., the founder of the nineteenth dynasty, about 
1325 B. c. Then follows the reports sent from Phenicia to 
Amenophis IV, of the advents of the Hittites to Syria, and 
their possession of the banks of the Euphrates about Carche- 


mish. Soon after, in the nineteenth dynasty, Rameses II. 
fought his great battles and claimed his great victories over 
the Hittites, but left them in possession of their capital to 
Kadesh, where the Egyptain records left them, not long after 
1300 B. C. 

The Assyrians give us their first record of the Hittites two 
hundred years later, in the reign of Tiglath-Pileser I., and 
they continued the record of alternate successes—alternated, 
we must presume, with defeats—until the capture of Carche- 
mish by Sargon, B. c. 717. 

The monuments left by the Hittites themselves give us no 
information beyond what we can gather from their art and the 
locations where their remains are found, for their inscriptions 
still defy consecutive translation: We can pass by the at- 
tempted translations of texts by Campbell and Conder as 
utterly unscientific and erroneous. We have to consider only 
such methods as have a correct basis, among which are those 


of Sayce in England and Jensen and Peiser in Germany. But 
their attempts have succeeded only in giving probably 
a few ideographs and plausibly a few syllabic characters. 
Scholars differ, when they come to translation, so far that one 
puts the language in the Aryan family and another the Tu- 
ranian. The late attempt of Jensen to interpret the inscrip- 
tions by the help of the modern Armenian, an Aryan tongue, 
is regarded as a failure by most scholars. We must then put 
aside the linguistic question as unsolved, only adding that the 
late important discovery of cuneiform tablets at the great Hit- 
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tite capital at Boghaz-keui, written not in a Semitic or Aryan 
language, but in a Turanian, allied apparently to that of the 
letters from Mitanni found at Tel-el-Amarni, makes it almost 
certain that the language of the so-called Hittite inscriptions 
was originally Turanian. Of course, the Hittite hieroglyphs 
might have been used for half a dozen languages, just as were 
the cuneiform characters, which were originally devised by a 
Turanian race, but afterwards modified and used by Semitic 


Babylonians and Aryan (Iranian) Persians. This leaves us 
the geographical, and especially the archzological, if we 
must not rather say artistic, sources of information from 
which to learn what the Hittites have to tell of themselves 
in addition to what their enemies have told of them. From 
their written records we are still shut out, notwithstanding the 
confidence of Campbell and Conder and the labors of Sayce 
and Jensen. 


PALESTINE EXPLORATION FUND. 


HE final volume of the Eastern Survey has appeared, 
being the first volume of M. Ganneau’s Archeological 
Researches, which was long delayed by some accident to the 
plates. In the interval much has been brought to light, but in 
many respects, and especially in discerning inscriptions, no 
one has equalled him. These volumes are costly and only a 


few sets remain. Why the edition was so limited is not ex- 
plained. 

The January Quarterly is full of the history of the recent 
excavations, which is due probably to the fact that the ex- 
plorers had a rest for a few weeks and could bring up their 
accounts. Dr. Bliss and Mr. Macalister are now at work upon 
the third mound in the field of their firman. Tell-es-Safi did 
not yield so much as was expected, because a cemetery 
blocked the work, but it has yielded a great deal. 

I confess to a feeling that it is possible to make too great 
haste in this work. Tell-el-Hesy can scarcely be said to have 
been thoroughly done, and now we have two more partially 
excavated tells. Perhaps, however, the sense of limited time 
under any firman gives the explorer the feeling that he must 
not delay at one point, lest his time run out at the middle of 
his digging. 

Tell-ej-Judeideh is the third mound. Not much has been 
said about it except at the first, when Dr. Bliss spoke of its 
fine situation and the evidence of former buildings uponit. We 
may expect some account of this work in the next Quarterly. 
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The illustrations in the January number are very full and 
are necessary to the understanding of the text. It appears 
that Dr. Bliss has sent to London no less than sixty-four 
moulds and casts of weights, seals, cylinders, inscribed jar 
handles, human figures of small size, scarabs, gems and hu- 
man heads. 

Mr. Macalister writes quietly and in the truly scientific 
spirit about the rock-chambers which he has explored, and es- 
pecially a tomb near Jerusalem. 

Dr. Schick is always interesting, and this time he tells of the 
new enclosure about Jacob’s Well, and explains the lines of the 
Christian Church which once stood over it. 

Sir Charles Wilson and Mr. Nornstein tell of newly discov- 
inscriptions,and others help to make a remarkably good number. 

So many steamers have been taken for transporting English 
troops that the mails are delayed, and some patience must be 
used by our subscribers in regard to their Quarterlies. 

The London office has been endeavoring for its own con- 
venience to transfer to my list all American subscribers, and 
it has sent me a number of names. Any present subscriber in 
America who has heretofore sent to London can save some 
trouble by sending his renewal to me by cheque or postal order. 
Receipts are always sent by next mail, and it is often conven- 
ient to order and pay for books at the same time. 


THEODORE F. WRIGHT, 


U. S. Honorary Secretary. 
42 Quincy St., Cambridge, Mass. 





Subscriptions to the Egypt Exploration Fund, the 
Archaeological Survey Fund, and the Graeco- 


Roman Branch. 
To the Editor: 


The following subscriptions from January zoth to February 
20th are gratefully acknowledged : 


Willis B. Allen, . , . -$500 Chas. Platt, 

Rev. Joseph Carey, D.D., . 500 Mrs. J. D. Prince, 

Mrs. Alice Clement Chaney, Miss Harriet L. Robbins, 
Hon. Wm. Emmette Coleman, Chas. W. Smith, 

Waters S. Davis, ‘ 5 James Stokes, 

Eugene B. Hagar, , George Vaux, 

Rev. Francis A. Horton, D. D., D. L. Webster, ; 
Walter C. Hubbard, . ; Julian Le Roy White, 
Rev. _— 1 weseed omnes Mrs. John C. Whitin, 

LL. ; ° Mrs. Henry WILLING, 
Chas. R. ‘King, M. D., : Prof. Theo. F. Wright, Ph. D. 
David Lapsley, . > ; Mentor Public Library, 
Prof. C. Leidich, 
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Hon. S. E. Baldwin, LL. D. 
Hon. Jas. S. Batterson, 
Morris B. Beardsley, 

E. A. Bowers, 

Prof. W. H. Brewer, 

Hon. J. D. Dewell, 

Prof. F. B. Dexter, 

Rev. T. Dwight, D.D., 
Miss. I. Eldridge, 

Henry F. English, 

Ralph H. Ensign, 

Pres’t A. T. Hadley, 

Hon. Lynde Harrison, ‘ 
Rev. J. M. Hoppin, D, D.,. 
H. H. Knapp, 


$5 00 
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5 00 


Mrs. G. S. Lane, 
Theodore Lyman, 

Hon. S. E. Merwin, 

M. M. Morse, i 

Rev. C. R. Palmer,'D.D. 
T. H. Porter, 


E. V. Raynolds, . 

A, E. Rowland, - 
Prof. E. E. Salisbury, . 

G. W. Simmons, 

E. S. Sterling, 

Miss. M. C. Treat, 

A. Van Name, 

P. N. Welch, ‘ 

Prof. Fred’k Wells Williams, 


ARCHAOLOGICAL SURVEY FUND. 


Hon. Jas. G. Batterson, 

Mrs. Alice Clement Chaney, 

Waters S. Davis, . 

Mrs. J. CAMPBELL Harris, . 

Walter C. Hubbard, , 

Rev. Sam’] Macaulay Jackson, 
LL. D., 


$5 00 
5 00 
5 00 
25 00 
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George Vaux, 

Joseph T. White, 
Julian Le Roy White, 
Mrs. John C. Whitin, . 
HeEnryY WILLING, , F 
Mentor Public Library. 


GRACO-ROMAN BRANCH, 


Rev. Joseph Carey, D.D., 
Waters S. Davis, 


Rev. Sam’l Macaulay Jackson, 
LL. D, 

A. R. Ledoux, 

Amos W. Stetson, 
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Mrs. John C. Whitin, . 5 00 
American Geographical Society, 5 00 
Buffalo Public Library, 5 00 
Dayton Public Library, 5 00 
Haverford College Library, 5 00 
Haverhill Public Library, 5 00 


Hellenic Society, Vassar College, 5 00 
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5 00 
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Lake Erie College Library, $5 00 
Library Co. Philadelphia, 5 00 
Long Island Historical Society, 5 00 
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Metropolitan Museum of Art, 5 00 
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New York Public Library, . 5 00 
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Sage Library Theo. Sem’ 7, 
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State Historical Society, Wis- 
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Yale University Library, 
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Francis C. Foster, Honorary Treasurer. 
Office of the Egypt Exploration Fund, 
59 Temple Street, Boston, 
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ARCHAEOLOGICAL NOTES. 


ConTENTS OF THE Proceedings or THE SociETY OF BIBLICAL 
ArcH£oLocy, Vor. XXI, Part 8. 


On the Earliest Inscriptions from Chaldea, by Sir H. H. 
Howorth.—The story of Sanehat and the Inscription of Amen- 
emheb : a Correction. The Persea Tree in Ancient Egypt. A 
Stone Vase of Ptahmes, High Priest at Memphis under Amen- 
hetep III. A Statue of User, Vezir of Upper Egypt under 
Thothmes III., by Percy E. Newberry.—Babylonian Weights 
and Measures, by Rev. C. H. W. Johns.—A Supposed Eclipse 
of the Moon, under the XX Egyptian Dynasty, by F. W. Read. 
—The Sign Nutir or Neter, by F. Legge.—Egyptian Models 
of Fish, by W. L. Nash. 

Sir H. H. Howorth considers that the ideograms of Chal- 
dea are precisely similar to those of China, which are still in 
use, and which are an excellent guide, not only to their proper 
method of interpretation, but as M. Terrian de la Couperie 
and Mr. Ball have shown, to more profound and far-reaching 
conclusions. Whether experience will confirm or not the re- 
sults of the minuter and more detailed comparison of the civ- 


ilization and culture of Chaldea and of early China may be 
doubtful, but there cannot be a doubt, if the doctrine of proba- 
bilities have any value, that the script of the two countries 
was connected together. It agrees in every detail. Both are 
read in colums from top to bottom. In both cases the columns 
are read from right to left. In both the ideograms are com- 
posed of simple and compound ideograms, made up of lines or 
wedges, of which the former are often pictorial. In both we 
have the use of determinatives, etc., etc. 

The true and scientific key to the interpretation of the early 
Chaldean ideograms is to be found in the fact that they were 
presently adopted and slightly changed and generalized by a 
race, the Babylonian, speaking a different language, and which 
adopted them in a great measure not as ideograms at all, but 
as syllabic characters. They took over the characters with 
the sounds to which they had in fact become attached. They 
were taken over in fact phonetically. In a great number of 
cases we are able to find the early Babylonian equivalents of 
the Chaldean ideographs, and they are so little changed that 
there is no difficulty in the identification. Inasmuch as we 
know the phonetic value of many of the characters as used 
by the Babylonians, and in this way know their meaning, the 





BIBLIA,. 617 


key is in such cases very obvious and verifiable. In this way 
we are daily adding to our knowledge of these characters, and 
no one has used this instructive method more satisfactorily 
than Delitsch. 

Mr. Howorth then proceeds to explain by very full illustra- 
tions some of the earliest inscriptions, found by the American 
exploring expedition at Nippur. 


In recent Babylonian discoveries not only is the life of the 
Babylonian Court in days contemporary with the age of 
Abram set clearly before us, but the hundreds of private let- 
ters and commercial tablets of this period enable us to restore 
the life, manners and customs of the people with the minutest 
detail. Of recent years great study has been made of the reli- 
gious literature of Babylonia. This branch of research is of 
the greatest importance, because of the manifest similarities 
which exist between the Hebrew and Chaldean religion and 
sacred literature. The correspondences in the Creation, De- 
luge and other traditions are known to all; to each the Sab- 
bath was an institution, and the sacrifices in the temples were 


the same. One particular feature of the Hebrew religious 
system has been without parallel in the creeds of surrounding 
nations—namely, the Ten Commandments. The British Mu- 
seum, however, possesses a remarkable Chaldean tablet con- 
taining a curious litany of sins, in which we do find some strik- 
ing similarities to the Hebrew decalogue. We quote some pas- 
sages: ‘‘Has he committed a sin against his god, or has he 
committed a sin against his goddess? Has he done violence 
to one older than himself, or has he conceived a hatred against 
an elder brother? (Comp. I, Johnii, 9). Hath he held his 
father and mother in contempt, or insulted his elder sister? 
(Ex, xx, 12). Hath he been generous in small things, but 
avaricious in great matters? Has he said ‘yea’ for ‘nay’? 
Has he said ‘nay’ for ‘yea’? Has he spoken of unclean 
things? Has he used false scales? Has he set up a false 
landmark? Has he removed boundary, border or landmark ? 
(Deut. xix, 14). Has he broken into his neighbor’s house? 
(Ex. xx, 15). Hath he drawn near his neighbor’s wife? Has 
he shed his neighbor’s blood? (Ex. xx, 13).” 


In an article in the Audletin of the American Geographical 
Socsety, Vol. xxxi, No. 5, on ‘‘ Palestine as Illustrating Geo- 
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logical and Geographical Controls,” by Reginald A. Daly, of 
Harvard University, the writer says: “The dynamical geolo- 
gist—he who conceives the forces of nature as at workin geolo- 
gical time—sees in Palestine a region in many respects without 
parallel on the earth, yet instructive, as it gives him the live- 
liest illustrations of the great changes that have occurred in 
other ages, and in all parts of the globe. The scientific his- 
torian, on his part, boldly states that ‘for a philosophic mind— 
that is to say, for one engrossed in the origin of things—there 
are not more than three histories of real interest in the past of 
humanity: Greek history, the history of the people of Israel 
and Roman history.’ The history of the inhabitants of Palestine 
is controlled by the physiography of the land: and, as we may 
believe that evéry man of culture should know much of this 
history, it follows in our view, that he should have some know- 
ledge of the land forms and physical conditions. The follow- 
ing brief sketch is offered as a small contribution, intended 
to supply the need of a modern account of the geology and 
physical geography of this wonderful country, I say ‘modern,’ 
because I have tried to present an eclectic summary of the 
safest conclusions which appeared within the pages of German, 
French, English and American geological and geographical 
writings of the last thirty years. The otherwise excellent 
memoir of Robinson is faulty, since in the early sixties, the 
geology of Palestine was not determined in sufficient detail.” 


The recently published work of Prof. Albrecht Weber entitled 
Zur indischen Religionsgeschichte, gives a survey of the re- 
ligious development of the Hindu peoples from the period of 
Aryan or Indo-Iranian unity down tothe present day. Begin- 
ning with the similarities existing between the Iranian and 
the early Vedic cults, the author traces the changes induced in 
the latter by emigration of its authors into India. He supports 
the view that Buddhism arose in existence to the dominating 
influences of Brahmanism and that its prior defeat was owing 
to its being too abstract and philosophical a creed for the 
masses, whose sensuos nature demanded a tangible object of 
worship. By the recognition of this fact Brahmanism was able 
to oppose to Buddhism, the cults of Vaishuavism and Sauvism 
which became later on, and have since remained, the do- 
minating religious influences in India. On one point Professor 
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Albrecht will find himself at issue with the vegetarians, namely 
in his prescription of a meat diet as a means of regenerating 
the Hindu physique. He deprecates the influence of Buddhism 
in prohibiting the eating of meat, but he questions whether the 
abstention from flesh food is not dictated as much by natural 
necessity as by religious prejudice is one worth considering. 
It would not be the first time, even in the history of India, 
that religious sanction stamps with its zeal an action or series 
of actions which ordinany experience has proved to be bene- 
ficial. 


Says Luzac’s Oriental List: “The chronology of ancient 
Egyptian history is a thorny subject and beset with many diffi- 
culties, and those who have devoted themselves to its study 
with the view of solving once and for all the enigmas and 
problems it presents, have either retired beaten from the field, 
or have evolved some system, based on hypotheses more or 
less plausible, which may be satisfactory to themselves, but 
which differs entirely from all those evolved by their prede- 
cessors. One of the latest theories on the subject is that of 
Mr. F. G. Fleay, which he has propounded in a work entitled 
‘Egyptian Chronology: an attempt to conciliate the ancient 
schemes and to educe a rational system.’ The main character- 
istic of Mr. Fleay’s system is a considerable reduction of the 
dates now usually assigned to the earliest Egyptian dynasties : 
and this conclusion rests principally on the assumption that 
Manetho’s dates for the first six dynasties are exaggerated, 
and that ten other dynasties were not successive but contem- 
porary. Mr. Fleay has produced a laborious work, but we do 
not think the problem will be finally settled until Egypt her- 
self has supplied additional material on which a decision may 
be based.” 


Part II. of vol. XX of the Journal of the American Oriental 
Society contains, The Egyptian Prototype of ‘King John and 
the Abbot,” by Prof. C. C. Torrey,—A Vedic word navedas. by 
Prof. H. Collitz,— Certain parallel developments in Pali and 
New Persian, by L. H. Gray,—A recent interpretation of the 
Letter of an Assyrian Princess, by Dr. C. Johnstone,—Two new 
Assyrian words iamutu, pagu, by Dr. C. Johnstone,—Two 
Letters of Simeon the Stylite, by Prof. C. C. Torrey,—The 
Personified Asha, by Prof. L. H. Mills,—Economics of Primitive 
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Religion by Prof. W. Hopkins,—The Psychology of the Vedanta 
and Sankhya Philosophies, by Prof. C. C. Everett,—-The Histori- 
cal Study of Religions in Universities and Colleges, by M. 
Jastrow, Jr.,-Note on Meissner’s ‘Altbabylonisches Privatrecht,’ 
by Prof. G.A.Barton,-The Relation between Magic and Religion, 


by Prof. C. H. Toy, —Henry Clarke Warren: an Obituary Note, 
by Prof. C. R. Lanman,—The Origin of the Vidusaka, and the 
Employment of this Character in the Plays of Harsadeva, by 
M. Schuyler, Jr..—Time Analysis of Sanskrit Plays, by Prof. 
A. V. W. Jackson. 


To those who have not made the study of comparative 
philology a specialty, the apparent difference between Uar-et, 
or Uar-eth, and Hir-oth may seem material, but it is not so in 
fact. Owing to the foreign element in and around Avaris, we 
can safely assume that Uar-e¢ was not pronounced exactly as 
it was written. The final e¢ became eth or oth in the Lower 
Egyptian dialect, just as Ptah became Phthah. Now e7 in this 
word is simply the feminine termination, and was not prenewn. 


ced, as shown by the Coptic (comp. son-et and sone, “ sister,” 
him-et and hime, “ wife,” etc). 

We will assume that Var in the viiiliastaiss named was 
eventually pronounced #z7. While Avaris remained a city the 
natives called it Ha-Hir (dropping the feminine e¢ in Ha-et and 
Hir-et,) but after it became a ruin, or mound, they called it 
Tell-el-Hir, that is, the “mound of Hir,” instead of Ha-Hir, 
which was no longer applicable. Just as Tell-el-Bast was found 
to mark the site of Pi-Bast (dropping the feminine termination 
et) so does Tell-el-Hir mark the site of Ha-Hir, Per-ha-hir, or 
Pi-ha-hiroth. oO. *:4&. 


Professor G. Thibaut has contributed to the Grundriss der 
Inds-Arischen Philologie und Altertumskunde (III Band 9 Heft) 
an excellent and most readable summary of all that is known 
about the state of the sciences of astronomy, astrology, and 
mathematics in Ancient India. He treats of the history of 
Indian astronomy under three headings:—(1) as inferred from 
the Vedas and Brahmanns themselves, (2) as expounded in the 
latest works of the Vedic period—the sutras, etc, (approxi- 
mately of the 4th century 8. c.:) and (3) as known from the 
writings of the Hindu astronomers, par excellence whose works 
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date from the sth century a.p. onward. In the first two 
periods the scene is probably of purely Indian development, 
and is simply auxiliary to the due performance of the religious 
ceremonial, The last period shows its development under a 


strong Greek influence, as seen not only by its method, but also 
by a wholesale borrowing of Greek astronomical terms. In 
India, as elsewhere ancient people, astronomy and astrology 
were intimately connected. 


The publisher of Votes and Queries, Manchester, N. H., will 
issue soon an octavo pamphlet of sixteen pages, containing the 
following poems on Cleopatra and Antony. 


Antony and Cleopatra, . ; ‘ W. H. Lyttle 
Cleopatra, (“ Beneath a glorious light,” etc.) . Anonymous 
Cleopatra, (“‘ Daughter of Egypt,” etc.) . . Bayard Taylor 
Cleopatra, (“‘On crimson cushions,” etc.) . Fanny Driscoll 
Cleopatra, (‘To-day you see me here,” etc.) . R. Morris 
Cleopatra, (“‘ Upon a couch of crimson,” etc.) Anonymous 
Cleopatra to Antony, (“Spread a feast,” etc.) Sarah M. Clarke 


Cleopatra to Antony, (“ Last — I ~ etc.) Olive Harper 
Cleopatra’s Dream, ; . W. W. Story 
Cleopatra Dying, . / . . ‘ , T. S. Collier 
Cleopatra’s Soliloquy, . , ; . Mary Bayard Clarke 
Death of Cleopatra, ? ‘ f ; Julia Clinton Jones 
Egypt’s Dying Queen, . ° : Anonymous 
Meeting of Antony and Cleopatra, a Anonymous 


Mereus Aston, . . 1. «© ee W. W. Story 


Contents of the Quarterly Statement of the Palestine Ex- 
ploration Fund for January: 

Fourth Report on the Excavations at Tell Zakariya; Third 
Report on the Excavations at Tell es-Safi; List of Casts and 
Moulds, by F. N. Bliss—The Rock-Cuttings of Tell es-Safi; 
Further Notes on the Rock-cutting of Tell Zakariya; On a 


Rock-cut Tomb north of Jerusalem; by R. A. Stewart Mac- 
alister,—Jacobs Well: The Rose of Jericho; by Dr. C. Schick, — 
The age of the Inscribed Jar-handles from Palestine, by Prof. 
A. H. Sayce,—Inscriptions from Kerak, by Sir Charles Wil- 
son,—Latin Inscription found at Baalbec; Newly Discovered 
Tomb on Mount Scopus, by C. A. Hornstein,—Notes on the 
October Quarterly Statement, by Col. C. R. Conder, Prof. Cler- 
mont-Ganneau, Rev. W. Birch. 
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Dr. N. P. Benaky, of Smyrna, is the author of a work (in 
French) on the sense of color in antiquity, which has recently 
been published by Maloine in Paris. He gives a large number 
of passages from classical authors which, in his opinion, prove 
that changes of meaning in the terms descriptive of colors that 
have taken place in the course of centuries depend on linguistic, 
not on functional, evolution. The author’s researches have 
extended not only to all the written records of antiquity, 
but to the painted monuments and decorations which still sur- 
vive, especially in Egypt, Chaldea, Syria and Greece. All the 
colors mentioned in the Homeric poems, are classified and 
compared in accordance with the strictest rules of criticism. 


The opinions of ancient philosophers on colors and on the struc- 
ture of the rainbow are also discussed. 


As a supplement to the first part of his Recherches sur 
l'origine de Lécriture cunéiform, Dr. Thureau-Dangin has 
issued some twenty autographed plates containing the group- 
ing and explanations of those archaic cuneiform signs which 
are to be met with in some Babylonian inscriptions recently 


acquired by the Louvre, in the texts excavated by M. de 
Sarzec during the last two years,on some documents in the 
Imperial Museum at Constantinople, and in Part VII of the 
recent publication of the texts from Babylonian tablets in the 
British Museum. Assyriologists will be very glad to have thus 
at their disposal a comparatively complete list of archaic forms 
of cuneiform characters for the purpose of further research. 


Professor Sayce’s home and workroom, during a large part 
of the year, are on the Istar, his sailing boat on the Nile. He 
goes where he will and anchors where he will, and he carries 
with him on this luxurious dahabeah a library of a thousand 
volumes. This eminent Egyptologist declares that “there is 
still plenty of room for books on Egypt.” 


THE OLDEST CIVILIZED MEN. 


ECENT explorations in Babylonia have given us much 
information as to the characters and customs of the old- 

est civilized people of whom we have any knowledge. 
That these represent a race advanced in civilization is clear. 
They built temples and palaces constructed of brick on huge 
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plateaus. They carved statues and vessels and made pottery. 
Especially they left records of their history on numerous cyl- 
inders and tablets of clay, of which many have been preserved. 
They formed organized armies armed with spears, bows and 


shields, What relation did these people bear to the people of 
Nineveh, whose monuments were revealed to Europe by the 
labors of Rawlinson thirty-five years ago? Heuzey declares 
them to have been older than the Assyrians, and this position 
is proven by Hilprecht, who believes their earliest king whose 
name is preserved in the records of Nippur, Enshagsagana, to 
have lived 4500 8. c. Many kings intervened between him 
and Sargon I., with whom Assyrian history for a long time 


commenced, These people were predecessors of the Assy- 
rians of Nineveh, and gave them their cuneiform characters, 
but they differed from them in customs, and to some extent in 
language. One marked difference of custom was the fashion 
of shaving the hair from all parts of the head excepting the 
eyebrows. Every one knows on the contrary that the Ninev- 
ites took great pride in their hair, and that both on the calvar- 
ium and face it was curled and arranged with great care. 

The shaving enables us to get a pretty good idea of the 
form of the head and face. The skull is oval, rather long and 
flat, and probably mesaticephalic. The jaws, both upper and 
lower, are remarkably small, giving an extreme orthognathic 
type. The nose is remarkably long, prominent and curved, 
with a good bridge. The eyes are large, horizontal, and not 
bridled. The cheek-bones are not large, and in the supposed 
gods, where the hair remains, and in a few unshaved portraits, 
the beard is abundant, and the ends of the hair of the calvar- 


ium curled up. The figure of the body is robust, broad and 
rather short. The extensor muscles, 7. ¢., glutens, quadriceps 
and gastrocnemius, are well developed. 

From the above it is evident that no thought of Mongolian 
(=Turanian) or Ethopian relationship can be admitted. After 
a study of some of the least characteristic heads broken from 
statues, M. Heuzey remarks that “the evidence is not suffi- 
cient to demonstrate the existence of Turanians in Chaldea.” 
These people are clearly of the great Indo-European sub-spe- 
cies of man (Homo sapiens caucasicus), so that the question re- 
duces itself to one of the determination of their race position. 
Are they Aryans, or Semitics ? using these two terms as cover- 
ing all the forms of the greater sub-species to which they be- 
long. In the determination of these minor divisions of man, 
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physical characters begin to fail us. We can only say that 
if the term Aryan is used for the western peoples generally, 
the Sumerians differ from them in the direction of the Semit- 
ics by their large oval eyes and hooked noses. On the 
other hand, the small and delicate jaws are not features of 
Semetic peoples. But the people of Persia, or Iranians, hold 
very much this intermediate position between the two peoples. 
We scarcely know the shape of the jaws and chins of the Nin- 
evites, for they are never shaved. So far as the visible fea- 
tures go they resemble the Sumerians. It is all on grounds 
to be supposed that the people of Nippur and Tel-lo are the 
primitive Aryans of the Iranian or Persian race, and ancestors. 
of the Ninevites. 

In any case, it is evident that we have in these most ancient 
of civilized people a type of man as high as any that has since 
appeared from the point of view of physical evolution. The 
extreme orthognathism ; the prominence of the nose; the re- 
duction of the cheek-bories ; the full beard, and the well-devel- 


oped extensor muscles of the leg, prove this. Homo sapiens 
caucasicus had reached his full characters on the plains of the 
Euphrates 6,400 years ago. 

The relation of time and race of the oldest civilizations to 
the prehistoric peoples is a problem which will doubtless be 
solved in time. Did the Neolithic people exist in Europe con- 
temporaneously with the Sumerians of Chaldea? The only 
light that can be thrown on the question is as follows: The 
Sumerians were not stone people, but bronze people. They 
had no knowledge of iron. No search has been made for the 
remains of animals which were their contemporaries, but sev- 
eral species are clearly represented on their sculptures. The 
most common are the lion and the ox (dos taurus, not the buf- 
falo). There is a good drawing of a gazelle in the collection 
of the University of Pennsylvania. The goat and sheep rep- 
resented on an illustration are species now existing in Persia. 
The goat is near the Capra agagrus of the mountains of East 
Persia, the ancestor of the domestic goat; and the sheep is 
apparently the wild sheep of the same region, Ovis vignet. 


So, from a paleontological point of view, the Sumerians were 
quite modern. 


Pror. E. D. Cope zm Am. Naturalist. 
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THE EGYPT EXPLORATION FUND. 


This Society was founded in 1883 by Amelia B. Edwards, R. Stuart Poole and 
Sir Erasmus Wilson ; the American Branch, now the national representative of the 
Fund, being formed late that year, by William C. Winslow. Its discoveries and 
other labors in Egypt relate to the settlement of obscure questions of the highest 
importance, touching the pre-pyramid and pre-historic times, the ‘‘ Hyksos” con: 
quest, and the origin and growth of language, science, industries and arts. They 
relate to Biblical sites, New Testament corrobations, hitherto unknown classical 
writings of the great authors, and the life man led in remote as well more particu- 
larly in Ptolemaic times. The results from the explorations appeal to every depart: 
ment of learning, and are of universal interest. The books are popular as well as 
scholarly, and the illustrations will delight every tourist upon the Nile that appreci- 
ates the monuments and the scenery. 

Three distinct departments of the Society perform its work in the field, and each 
publishes its annual volume ; besides which the Archeological Report, an artistic 
brochure, summarizes and reviews all discoveries, and all published in Egyptology 
for the year. In the chief department, that of the Funp itself, the sites of famous 
cities have been identified ; the Biblical Pithom-Succoth, the city of Goshen, the 
Greek Naukratis, and Daphne have been discovered; statues and inscriptions, 
papyri, and beautiful objects in bronze and other metals, as well as in porcelain 
and glass, have been found; new and unexpected light has been cast upon the 
ancient history of the Hebrews; the early stages of the Route of the Exodus 
have been defined, and its direction determined; most important chapters in the 
history of Greek art and Greek epigraphy have been recovered; Ahnas, the 
Hanes of Isaiah, has yielded interesting monuments; Tell Basta, the Pi-Beseth 
of the Bible and Bubastis of the Greeks, has afforded ruins of peculiar significance 
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and grandeur, inscribed with texts of especial value; and the excavations of the 
ruins of the temple built by Queen Hatshepsu, at Deir-el-Bahari (Thebes), mark 
a distinct and brilliant epoch in the history of exploration in the Valley of the 
Nile. The discoveries at Deshasheh relating to the fifth dynasty era, and in the 
cemetery of Denderah, and at Behnesa (Oxyrhynchus) of thousands of papyri, in- 
cluding portions of the New Testament and classical writings of the greatest authors, 
not only prove the value of original discovery, but the astonishing archeological 
richness of the soil of Egypt. 


THE ARCHAZOLOGICAL SuRVEY oF EcGypr. 

The Archeological Survey of Egypt, organized as a special fund in 1890, is of 
incomparable importance in many ways, and, in view of the wholesale and irre- 
parable destruction of sculptures by Arabs, tourists and dealers in ‘‘Antiques,” 
needs to be pushed vigorously forward The tombs of Beni Hasan and El Bersheh 
have now been scientifically surveyed, and their scenes and texts copied with 
absolute accuracy and in fullest detail. The pictures of life, ‘‘as it was,” 2500 
B. C., are historically of great value, 

The Archeological Institute of America passed a vote indorsing this work. 


Graco-RoMAN BRANCH. 

This department of the Fund, established in 1897, is specially devoted to the 
discovery and publication of remains of classical antiquity and early Christianity in 
Egypt. The remains already published include the earliest known texts of St. 
Matthew and St. John; the Logia or Sayings of Christ;a new poem by Sappho, and a 
mass of fragmentary literature by the classical masters, and of documentary and 
epistolary papyri which illumine the political, business, social life of that age for 
our instruction and delight. 

A volume of about 300 quarto pages with illustrations will be published annually 
from these and future collections of papyri. Classical scholars and professors at 
American Universities are urged to support this important branch of the Egypt 
Exporation Fund. 


The Books Published. 


I. The Store City of Pithom. Thirteen plates and two maps. Price, $5.00. 
(Ed. exhausted.) 

II, Tanis(Zoan). PartI. Nineteen plates and plans. Account of the greatest 
of all colossi isin this volume. Price, $5.00. 

III, Naukratis. Part I. Forty-one plates and plans. Valuable to students in 
Greek arts, and all interested in an¢igues, such as coins, amulets, scarabs, pottery, 
etc., and in ancient epigraphy. Price, $5.00. 

IV. Goshen. Eleven plates, maps and plans. Price, $5.00. 

VY. Tanis(Zoan). PartII. Including Am and Tahpanhes. Fifty-one plates 
and plans. Price, $5.00. 

VI. Naukratis. Part II. Twenty-four plates. Price, $5.00. 

VII. The City of Onias and the Mound of the Jew. Twenty-seven plates. 
Extra Volume. Price, $5.00. 

VIII. Bubastis. PartI. Fifty-five plates. Price, $5.00. 

IX. Two Hieroglyphic Papyri from Tanis. Fifteen plates. Extra Votume. 
Price, 1.25. 

X. Festival Hall of Osorkon II. (Bubastis, Part II.) Thirty-nine plates. 
Price, $5.00. 
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XI. Ahnas and the Tomb of Paheri. Frontispiece and twenty-seven plates. 
Price, $5.00. 

XII. Deir-el-Bahari (Queen Hatshepsu’s Temple.) Preliminary Volume. Fif- 
teen plates. Price, $5.00. 

XIII. Deir-el-Bahari. Part I. Royal Folio Edition. Twenty-four plates, three 
of them superbly colored, in full or double-page size. (G§™ Twice the size of the 
Folio. Price (except to regular subscribers), $7.50. 

XIV. Part II. Royal Folio. ‘Thirty plates, two of them colored. Price 
(except to subscribers), $7.50. 

XV. Deshasheh. Thirty-four plates, one colored. (Oldest statuary group 
known 3500 B. C.) Price, $5.00. 

XVI. Deir-El-Bahari. Part III. Roya/ Folio. Splendidly illustrated. Price 
(except to subscribers), $7.50. 

XVII. Denderah. (Dark period from Sixth to Eleventh Dynasty.) In press. 


Archaeological Survey Volumes. 

Survey Volume I. The sculptures and pictures of Beni Hasan. Forty-seven 
plates. Very valuable and unique. Price, $5.00. 

Survey Volume II. Beni Hasan. Part II. Thirty-seven plates. Price, $5.00. 

Survey Volume III. El Bersheh. Part I. Thirty-four plates. Transport of a 
Colossus portrayed. Price, $5.00. 

Survey Volume IV. El Bersheh. Part II. Twenty-four plates. Price, $5.00. 

Survey Volume V. Beni Hasan. Part III. Ten of the plates in colors. Price, 
$5.00. 

Survey Volume VI. Hierolgyphs from the Collections of the Fund. With 
colored plates. Price, $5.00. 


The Graeco-Roman Branch Volumes. 

The Oxyrhynchus Papyri. Part I. Eight fac-simile plates. One hundred and 
fifty-eight papyri, texts and translations, of a sacred, classical, municipal, business 
and social character. Price, $5.00. 

Part II. (1899.) In continuation. Price, $5.00. 


Other Publications. 


Atlas) An Atlas of Ancient Egypt, with eight fine maps in colors; having a 
complete index, geographical and historical notes, Biblicai references, etc. In- 
valuable to the historical reader and tourist. Price, $1.00. 

Archwological Report (1892-3). Illustrated. Price 70 cents. 

Archeological Report (1893-4). Illustrated. Price, 70 cents. 

Archeological Report (1894-5). Illustrated. Price, 90 cents. 

Archeological Report (1895-6), Illustrated. Transport of Obelisk, illustrated. 
Price, go cents. 

Archeological Report (1896-7). Oxyrnychus Papyrus, etc. Price, 70 cents. 

Archeological Report (1897-8). 

Temple of Deir-El-Bahari. <A guide to, with plan. Price, 15 cents. 

Sayings of our Lord . Two plates. Price, 15 cents. 

The Wall Drawings and Monuments of El Kab, in an edstion de luxe, by J. 
J. Tylor, F.s. a., is being issued by him in seven volumes, at $10.50 per volume. 
Plates 20 by 25 inches. A superb book super-royal size. Volumes I. and II. ready. 
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Subscriptions, Books and Antiquities. 


Each Donor or Subscriber to the year’s Exploration of but $5 receives (1) the 
illustrated ‘‘ Archeological Report;” (2) the elaborate illustrated quarto volume 
of the season; (3) the Annual Report, with lists of patrons and subscribers, lec- 
tures, account of annual meeting, balance sheet, etc. No other Archeological 
Society in the world gives so much for so little money. It is hoped, however, 
that all who can will subscribe liberally to the cause for itself. Patrons con- 
tribute not less than $25; $125 constitutes life-membership. 


The Archeological Survey Fund and the Greco-Roman Branch are distinct 
departments and require separate subscriptions, which are separately acknowl- 
edged in the Annual Report. A subscription of $5 to either Fund will entitle the 
subscriber to the annual volume of that Fund, and a donation of $125 will consti- 
tute life-membership. 


The publications of the Funp are forwarded to libraries and individuals free of 
duty and postage. The volumes are handsome guartos, embellished with photo- 
graphs, photogravures, phototypes, photo-lithographic plates, and sometimes 
with colored plates, especially to illustrate facial and architectural characteristics. 


Antiquities are now distributed among American Museums by the London Com- 
mittee ro rata of the combined subscriptions received through the national office 
(59 Temple Street, Boston), avd local organizations. All subscriptions from every 
source form the basis for distribution and the apportionment of ‘‘ objects” is sent 
directto each museum from London. Tosubscribe through a local organization rather 
than through the national office does not thereby increase the apportionment. The 
national office alone represents the unity of the Society in the United States, and it 
is a matter of patriotism as well as of finance to maintain it. 


The national office alone has the data of past subscriptions and records of the 
American Branch, where, too, may be seen copies of all our publications. Without 
endowment, the Society depends on subscriptions or donations to continue its work. 
All services by honorary officials for the Funp are a gratuity. 


Inquiries, orders for books or circulars, may be addressed to the Ecypt Expiora- 
TION Funp, 59 Temple Street, Boston, Mass., where the Secretary, Mrs. Marie N. 
Buckman, is in charge. Checks may be made payable to Francis C. Foster, Honor- 
ary Treasurer. All official and personal letters for myself should be addressed to 
me as below. 


WM. C. WINSLOW, 
Honorary Secretary and Vice President, U.S. A. 


525 Beacon Street, Boston, Mass. 
Fanuary 2, 1899. 
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EDUCATIONAL. 


Works of Dr. Georg Ebers 


EBERS G.—Aegypter u. die Bucher Moses. 
EBERS 6.—Durch Gosen zum Sinai. 
EBERS G.—Aegypten in Bild und Wort. 
EBERS G.—Papyrus Ebers. 
EBERS G.—Der geschritzte Holzsarg des Hatbasteu in Aegyptologie. 
EBERS G@.—De dynastia 26. negems Aegyptior. 
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Hieroglyphian Schriftzeichen der Aegypter, 
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_ The master of German gyptology has written a short history of the 
Picture Writing of Egyptians, and their decipherment, which together with 


an accurate sketch of the fundamental principles upon which the system of 
hieroglyphics depends, will be welcome to many, and a means of understand- 
ing the grouping of the at will be opened. A list of or arranged 
according to the contents is added. 

The title, borders and initials are in colors. 


BREITKOPF & HARTEL, LEIPZIG, GERMANY. 


LEMCKE & BUECHNER, 812 Broadway, New York 
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MISCELLANEOUS. 


LARREST HO TUSTLOVPLETEDUNEVIALTORY oN nea WRITE FOR 
ICES AND 


tis 


Our Goons Are THE Best—“ 
OUR PRICE THE LOWEST 


Parry M FG @: Indianapolis . 
DIE HETITISCHEN INSCHRIFTEN. 


Ein Versuch ihrer Entzifferung. 
1892. Preis 6 Mk. 


hbo NEW HOME Der Gesandtschaftsbericht des Hasaa 


ben Abmed El-Haimi, 
(Arabischer Text) 1894. Preis 5 Mk. 
Published by WOLF PEISER, 


Brandenburg strasse I Berlin, Germany. 


Dr. Humphreys’ 


Specifics act directly upon the disease, 

without exciting disorder in other parts 

of the system. They Cure the Sick. 

NO, CURES, PRICES 

1—Fevers, Congestions, Inflammations. .25 

2—Worms, Worm Fever, Worm Colic... .25 

3—Teething, Colic,Crying,Wakefulness .25 

4—Diarrhea, of Children or Adults...... .25 

7—Coughs, Colds, Bronchitis............. -25 

S—Neuralgia, Toothache, Faceache..... .25 

9—Headache, Sick Headache, Vertigo.. .25 

10—Dyspepsia, Indigestion, Weak Stomach.25 

11—Suppressed or Painful Periods.... .25 

12—Whites, Too Profuse Periods......... 25 

. 13—Croup, Laryngitis, Hoarseness...... .25 

14—salt Rheum, Erysipelas, Eruptions.. .25 

WRITE FOR CIRCULARS ame D the ci, 15—Rheumatism, Rheumatic Pains...... -25 

Sewing Machines we manufacture and their 16—Malaria, Chills, Fever and Ague..... -25 

prices before you purchase any other. 19—Catarrh, Influenza, Cold in the Head .25 

THE New HOME E SEWING MACHINE Co, 20—W hooping-Cough .............60.000+ = 
27—Kidney Disenses ..................006+ 2 

se Unica Be my. wea eR Aten Ge =: BB—Nervous Debility... ...-.....0...000+: 1.00 

30—Urinary Weakness, Wetting Bed... .25 

eo _— iain tencctccisenncensses 25 

sat px. mopbrors Manual of all Diseases at your 

SUBSCRIBE FOR BIBLIA. ruggists or al py receipt of price. 

$1.00 a@ year. Humphreys . Co., Cor. William ohn Sts., 











THE ANGELUS 


ORCHESTRAL 
PIANO PLAYER. 


The new Angelus Orchestral Piano 
Player is a beautiful little cabinet con- 
taining mechanically operated fingers 
to play the piano, and two sets of beau- 
tifully toned reeds, producing a Violin 
and a Flute effect. = 

The Angelus can be instantly ad- 
justed to ANY PIANO—Grand, Square 
or Upright. 

It not only plays the piano perfectly, 
with all the touch and technique of the 
artistic musician, but it is also a Sym- 
oy (or self-playing organ), and can 

e instantly played as such when in 
ANY PART of the home. 

The production of the Angetns Or- 
chestral has been made possible by over 
ten years of successful manufacture 
of that wonderful instrument, the Sym- 
phony. 


When the Angelus is use with a piano, the performer can, at will, produce any of the follow- 
ing effects: 

1. A piano playing alone. 3. A piano with violin effect. 
2. An Orchestral Organ playing alone. 4. A Piano with flute effect. 
5. Piano and full Orchestral Organ combined, all at the same time. 

It plays any class of music you wish—operatic, dance, sacred or popular songs. A child that 
has never before seen a piano can, with the Angelus Orchestral Piano Player, render the most 
difficult compositions in a manner possible only to the most accomplished and practiced pianists. 

Can be instantly rolled up to the piano, and as readily rolled away to any other part of the 
home. 

The New Angelus Orchestral Piano Player is so much better than supposedly similar instru- 
ments that there is nothing with which to compare it, 

Cases in all varieties of beautifully figured woods, and finished equal to pianos. 

No electricity connected with it in any way whotsoever. 

Its motive power is air, and a gentle push upon the pedals will start its execution. 

Full particulars of this wonderful instrument contained in our illustrated booklet, which will 
be sent upon application. 


WILCOX & WHITE COMPANY, 
SOLE MANUFACTURERS, 


New York Salesroom: Address all communications : 
146 Fifth Avenue. Meriden, Conn. 


THE ANCIENT EGYPTIAN 


BOOK OF THE DEAD. 


Edited, with Introductory Chapters, by DR. CHAS. H. 8S. DAVIS. 


This is not only the most ancient and most important of the religious texts which have come 
down to the present day, but it is the oldest book in the world, and, for 5,00o years its prayers and 
hymns and litanies were in use. The translation is from Pierret’s Livre des Morts, and is illus- 
rated by the 79 plates of the Great Turin Papyrus, and the 20 plates of the Louvre Papyrus, in 
ac-simile by the photo-engraving process. 


TABLE OF CONTENTS. 
I.—The Religious Reliefs of Primitive IV.—The Egyptian Pantheon, 


Peoples. V.—The Symbolism of the Book of the 
II.—The Religion of Ancient Egypt 


. Dead. 
Itl.—Animal Worshipin Ancient Egypt. VI.—Translation of the 167 Chapters. 


Third edition now ready. A prospectus sent on application. Published by 


G. P. PUTNAM’S SONS, 7°" “toca Stont Stand, LONDON, W. . 
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PALESTINE EXPLORATION FUND. 


Patron. 
THE QUEEN. 


President. 
Tue ARCHBISHOP OF CANTERBURY. 


Chairman of Executive Committee. 
James GialsHer, Esq., F. R. S. 


Honorary Treasurer. Honorary Secretary. 


‘WaLTER Morrison, Esq., M. P. Srr Water Besant, M. A., F. S.A 


Acting Secretary. 


GrorGE ARMSTRONG. 
Offices. 


24 HANOVER Squarg, W. Lonpon, 


American Members of General Committee. 


PresIDENT Danie, C. Gitman, LL.D., BALTIMORE. 
PrestpENT WiLit1aAM R. Harper, LL.D., Cuicaco. 
Proressor H. V. Hitprecut, LL.D., PHILADELPHIA, 
Very Rev. E. A. Horrman, D.D., New York. 
CiarENcE M. Hypg, Esq., New York. 
Rt. Rev. Joun H. Vincent, D.D., CHauvtaugua. 
Proressor THEropore F. Wricut, Pu.D., Camprincer. 


A Society for the accurate and systematic investigation of the Archeology, the 
Topography, the Geology and Physical Geography, the Manners and Customs of the 
Holy Land, for Biblical Illustration. 

This Society was founded June 22nd, 1865. It was established on the following 
basis: 

1. It should not advocate or attack any form of creed or doctrine. 

2. It was not to adopt or to defend any side in controversial matters. 

3. It was to be conducted on strictly scientific principles, 

These rules have been jealously observed. 

The best guarantee of the accuracy of the work done is found in the names and 
positions of the officers who have carried it out, and of the travelers who have sent 
their observations to the committee. Among them are Gen. Sir Charles Wilson, 
K.C.B.,K.C.M.G., F. R. S., LL. D., R. E. (the Surveyor of Jerusalem and 
Sinai); Gen. Sir Charles Warren, K. C. B., G.C. M. G., F. R, S., R. E. (who con- 
ducted the Excavations of Jerusalem); Col. C. R. Conder, R. E. (Surveyor of West- 
ern Palestine and of the east country, unfinished); Gen, H. A. Kitchener, C, M. G., 
R. E. (Surveyor with Col. Conder); the late Major Anderson, C. M. G., R. E.; 
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Canon Tristram, F. R. S.; Dr. Selah Merrill, of Andover, Mass., and Dr. F. J. 
Bliss. 

Although the Society is not a religious society, strictly so-called, its work is 
especially for Bible Students, and its supporters are found among ministers and 
others, who see in the results of the explorations confirmations of the truth of 
Scripture. 

In the course of its existence, the Society, with limited funds at its disposal, has 
done an immense amount of work, and published the results in books, papers, 
maps, plans, and photographs, for the benefit of its subscribers, and also for the 
advantage of all studerts of the Sacred Scriptures. 

Among its chief operations may be enumerated the following: 

1. EXCAVATIONS AT JERUSALEM.—These were conducted by Sir Charles War- 
ren, and had very remarkable results. Jerusalem is now proved to be, to a great 
extent, a buried city, and the ancient foundations are in some places a hundred 
feet under ground, The walls of the Temple enclosure have been examined down 
to the foundations, and the original masons’ marks found upon them. The con- 
tour of the rock, showing how the city was situated before the valleys were filled 
up, have been ascertained. In consequence of these discoveries, many questions 
of topography, and all Bible references to locality, are now viewed in new light. 

The Excavations at Tell el Hesy having been brought to an end, the Committee 
obtained from the Sublime Porte a new firman for carrying on excavations at 
Jerusalem. These were made by Dr. F. J. Bliss, and have led to very valuable dis- 
coveries. 

Full account of these researches will be found in the Quarterly Statements of 
the Fund. 

2. THE RECOVERY OF THE SYNAGOGUES.—Ruins of many of these structures still 
" stand in Galilee. They have all been planned and sketched. The building in which 
Christ taught the people could now be reconstructed. 

3. THe Survey or WesTEeRN Patestine.—This work, occupying ten years, 
was carried out by Major Condor, R. E., and Lieut.-Gen. Kitchener, R, E. Before 


it was undertaken, many parts of Palestine were a terra incognita—some names 
were filled in conjecturally, and 360 Scripture places remained unknown. But now 
Wwe possess a map, on the scale of one inch to the mile, as beautifully and accurately 
executed asthe Ordnance map of England. In the course of Survey, 172 of the 
missing Biblical sites were recovered and fixed. 

4. THe ArcHZOLoGIcCAL Work or M. CLermMont-GaNnNEAU.—Among the illus- 
trations of the Bible furnished by this learned archeologist may be mentioned 
the Discovery of the stone Zoheleth, the Inscriptions at Tell Jezer (Gezer), the 
Inscribed stone of Herod’s Temple, the “ Vase of Bezetha,” the ancient Jewish 
cemeteries at Jerusalem and Jaffa, &c. The famous Moabite Stone, the Inscribed 
Stone at the Pool of Siloam, the Hamath Inscriptions, and the Cromlechs and 
Dolmens of Moab, are archeological discoveries of incomparable importance due to 
other explorers. Casts and photos of these are on sale. 

5. Five Hunprep Square Miss east of Jordon were surveyed by Col. Conder, 
R. E., and the results published. The Trans-Jordanic District is full of interest, 
and abounds with ruins of places Biblical and Classical. There are also special 
surveys of all the most important ruins in the district surveyed. The Jaulan, 
“Ajiin, and part of the Hauran, embracing a district of fifteen hundred square 
miles, have been surveyed by Herr Schumacher, and the results published. 

6 THs GeoLocicaL Survey or Paesting, By Pror. E. Hui, F, R. S.— 





BIBLIA. 


The facts brought forward throw new light on the route of the Exodus, and afford 
conclusive proof that the Cities of the Plain are not under the waters of the Dead 
Sea. The Fauna and Flora of Sinai, Petra, and the WAdy ’Arabah have been in- 
vestigated by Mr. Chicester Hart, and the results published. 

7. INQUIRY INTO MANNERS AND Customs, PROVERBS, LEGENDS, TRADITIONS, 
&c. Vivid light is often thrown upon whole classes of Scripture Texts by the ac- 
curate observations of the customs of the people. The committee have made ar- 
rangements for conducting a scientific examination into these by means of questions 
drawn up with the assistance of the President of the Archeological Society, the 
Director of the Folk Lore Society, and others. 

It cannot be too strongly urged that no time should be lost in pursuing these ex- 
plorations for the vandalism of the East, and the newly imported civilization of the 
West, together, ave fast destroying whatever records of the past lie exposed. 

1. SusBscRIBERs of five dollars a year are entitled to receive— 

{z) Post free the ‘‘ Quarterly Statement,” which is the Journal of the Society, 
and contains the reports of work done by its agents, and a record of all discoveries 
made in the Holy Land. 

(a) The maps published by the Society at a greatly reduced price. 

(3) Yost free on first subscription, a copy of ‘‘ Thirty Years’ Work.” 

(4) Copies of the other books issued by the Society at reduced prices. 

a. Subscribers of $2.50 annually receive the ‘Quarterly Statement,” free and are 
en*#lad to the books and maps at the reduced price. 

Subscriptions for the Palestine Exploration Fund are recorded in the Quarterly 
Statements and in Biblia. They may be sent to the undersigned, from whom 
books, casts, price lists, &c., can be obtained. Circulars giving full information sent 
on application to 

THEODORE F. WRIGHT, Pu. D., 
Honorary Secretary for the United States. 

42 Quincy Street, Cambridge, Mass. 


Publications. 


I. The Survey of Western Palestine. This magnificent work consists of 
‘‘The Memoirs,” in 3 vols.; ‘ The Name Lists,” 1 vol.; ‘‘The Special Papers,” 1 
vol.; ‘‘ Jerusalem,” 1 vol. ; ‘‘ The Flora and Fauna of Palestine,” 1 vol.. In all seven 
volumes, with the maps, great and small. The last two volumes, ‘ Flora and 
Fauna” and the ‘‘ Jerusalem” volume, with 50 plates, can be had separately. 

II. The Recovery of Jerusalem. By Major-General Sir Charles W. Wilson, 
K.C.B., R.E., &c., and Major-General Sir Charles Warren, k.c.B., R.E., &c. 

III. Tent Work in Palestine. By Lieut.-Col. Conder, r.£. 

IV. Heth and Moab. By Lieut.-Col. Conder, p.c.1., R.£. 

VY. Across the Jordan. A Record of Exploration in the Hauran, by Gottlieb 
Schumacher, c.E. 

VI. The Survey of the Jaulan. By G. Schumacher, c.z. 

Vil. MountSeir, By Poof. E. Hull, m.a., Li.p., F.R.s. 

Vill. Syrian Stone Lore, By Lieut.-Col. Conder, p.c.1., rx. 

IX. Thirty Years’ Work: a Memoir of the Work of the Society. By Sir Walter 


Besant, M.A., F.S.A. 





BIBLIA.. 


X. Altaic Hiroglyphs and Hittite Inscriptions. By Lieut.-Col.Conder,p.c.L.,R.z. 

XI. The Geology of Palestine and Arabia Petraea. By Prof. E. Hull, m.a., 
LL D.. F.R.S. 

XII. Names and Places in the 0ld and New Testaments and Apocrypha, with 
references to Josephus, and their Modern Identifications. By George Armstrong. 

XIII, The History of Jerusalem, By Sir Walter Besant and Prof. E, H. Palmer. 

XIV. The Bible and Modern Discoveries. By Henry A. Harper. 

XV. Palestine Under the Moslems. By Guy le Strange. 


XVI. Lachish (one of the five strongholds of the Amorites). An account of the 
excavations. By Professor Flinders Petrie. 


XVII. An Introduction to the Survey of Western Palestine, its Highways, 
Plains, and Highlands, with reference to Map No. 6. By Trelawney Saunders. 

XVIII. The City and the Land. Second Edition, with Plan of Jerusalem ac- 
cording to Josephus. A series of Seven Lectures on (1) Ancient Jerusalem; (2) The 
Future of Palestine; (3) Natural History of Palestine; (4) The General Work of the 
Fund; (5) The Hittites; (6) Tell-el-Hesy (Lachish); (7) The Modern Traveller in 
Palestine. 

XIX. The Tell Armarna Tablets, including the one found at Lachish. Second 
Edition.) Translated from the Cuneiform Characters by Lieut.-Col. C. R. Conder, 
D.C.L., LL.D., M.R.A.S., R.E. The Letters, numbering 176, are from Palestine and 
Syria, and were written about 1480 B. C.,by Amorites, Phoenicians, Philistines, &c., 
naming 130 towns and countries. 

XX. Abila, Pelia, and Northern ’Ajlun (of the Decapolis). By G. Schumacher, 
CR. 

XXI. A Mound of Many Cities (Tell-el-Hesy excavated. By F. J. Bliss, m. a. 
Explorer of the Fund; with upwards of 250 illustrations. 

XXII, Jubas Maccabaeus and the Jewish War of Independence. A new and 
' revised edition by Lieut.-Col. Conder, p.c.L., R.£. 


XXIII. The Latin Kingdom of Jerusalem, 1099 to 1291 A. D. By Lieut.-Col. 
C. R. Conder, LL.D., M.R.A.S., R.E. 


XXIV. Index to the Quarterly Statements, 1869-1892 inclusive. 
XXV. The Survey of Eastern Palestine. (In one volume.) By Lieut.-Col, C. 
R. Conde., D.c.L., LL.D., R.E. 


XXXVI. The Fauna and Flora of Sinai, Petra, and the Wady ’Arabah. By H. 
Chichester Hart, B.A., F.L.s. 

XXYVIL. The Archaeological Researches in Palestine, (In two volumes.) By 
Charles Clermont-Ganneau, LL.D. 

XXVIII. Excavations at Jerusalem, 1894-1897. By F. J. Bliss and A. Dickie. 


Maps---Scale, 3-8 of an inch---1 Mile. 

I. Old and New Testament Map of Palestine in 20 sheets. 

II. Modern Map of Palestine in 20sheets. With modern names only. 

III. Old and New Testament Map of Palestine in 12 sheets. 

IV. Modern Map of Palestine in 12 sheets. This map has only the modern 
names on it. 

VY. The Great Map of Western Palestine, on the scale of one inch to the mile. 

VI. The Reduced Map of Western Palestine (only), showing Water Basins in 
Color, and Five Vertical Sections, showing the natural profiles of the ground accord- 
ing to the variations of the altitude above or below sea level. 
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VII. Plan of Jerusalem, showing in red the latest discoveries, with separate list 
of references. 


VIII. Plan of Jerusalem, according to Josephus. 

IX. The Sections of the Country, North and South, East and West. 

X. The Raised Map of Palestine is constructed on the basis of the recently- 
issued Old and New Testament Map. It embraces the whole of Western Palestine 
from Baalbeck in the North, to Kadesh Barnea in the South, and shows nearly all 
that is known on the East of Jordan. 


A New Epition oF THE CoLLotyre Prinr oF THE RatIsED Map, 20 inches by 
28 1-2 inches, now ready. Price to subscribers, 2s. 3¢.; non-subscribers 3s. 3d., 
post free. Lantern Slides of the Ratsed Map. 


Photographs---A Very Large Collection. 


A New Catalogue of Photographs, arranged alphabetically according to the Bible 
names of places, with notes and reterences, 

Photos of Inscription from Herod's Temple and Moabite Stone, with transla- 
tions, also of Jar found at the foundation of the S. E. corner of the wall of the 
Temple Area, 80 feet below the present surface, and facsimile of the Siloam In- 


scription with translation. Lantern Slides of the Bible places mentioned in the 
Catalogue. 


Casts. 


Seal of “ Haggai, the Son of Shebaniah.” 
Inscribed Tablet, found at Lachish. 
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